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1 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

otStSS. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Evans, U.S. Patent No. 
3,485,706. Evans discloses a method of texturizing and patterning nonwoven 
fabrics comprising the steps of providing the fabric, providing an image forming 
device, (referred to by Evans as an apertured patterning member, see col. 4, 
lines 69-75), and jetting a liquid such as water at the nonwoven fabric in order to 
entangle the fibers of the fabric and form a texture and pattern on the fabric. 
Evans discloses the fabric comprising both synthetic and natural fibers may be 
employed. See col. 23, lines 25-33; col. 5, line 73-74 which discloses polyester 
fibers; col. 33, lines 4-14; col. 42, lines 73-75. Fabrics having a weight of greater 
than 3 oz per square yard may be sued. See col. 44, line 51 . The texturized 
fabrics may be laundered after the hydroentanglement process is completed. 
See col. 46, lines 42-50. The fabric may be patterned in a regular or random 
pattern. See col. 8, lines 54- 73. Evans also discloses that ridges may be 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/045,247 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1771 

formed on the surface of the fabric via the hydroentanglement process. See col. 
9, lines 13-70. The fabric is wound onto a roll after forming but before 
launderings. See fig 40, number 103. The fabric is suitable for use in the home 
fashion and garment industry. See col. 3, lines 10-15. Evans does not state that 
the nonwoven has a distressed or wrinkled appearance, however, since Evans 
states that the pattern may be either uniform or non-uniform and may comprise 
ridges on the surface of the fabric, it is reasonable to presume that the fabric of 
Evans would inherently possess a distressed or wrinkled appearance. Support 
for this presumption is found in the use of the same types of fibers, basis weights 
and process conditions. Alternatively, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have formed the 
fabric of Evans to have a distressed or wrinkled appearance by selecting an 
apertured patterning member which would produce the desired appearance in 
the resulting fabric. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
form the fabric so that it had a distressed or wrinkled appearance in order to form 
a fabric having a particular aesthetic appearance so that garments made from 
the fabric would have a distressed, or "lived-in" look, which can be desirable in 
certain fashions, such as jeans, etc. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

SSTS S ^ Uld be direCted t0 Eli2abeth M Cole whose telephone number is (703) 
308-0037. The examiner may be reached between 6:30 AM and 5:00 PM Mondav 
through Thursday. 

Mr. Terrel Morris, the examiner's supervisor, may be reached at (703) 308-2414. 
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Inquiries of a general nature may be directed to the Group Receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-0661 . 

The fax number for official faxes is (703) 872-931 0. The fax number for official 
after final faxes is (703) 872-931 1 . The fax number for unofficial faxes is (703) 305- 
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